
2012 Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru
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Drinking Window
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From: The 2012 Red Burgundies from Bottle (Mar 2015)

Full red. Perfumed aromas of ripe red berries, red cherry, licorice pastille and �owers. Sappy, savory and a bit

youthfully clenched and four-square on the palate, showing a rather austere, medicinal character accentuated by a

slightly herbal peppery quality. Today the fruit is kept under wraps by the wine's �rm spine of acids and tannins.

Revealed a note of maraschino cherry with 48 hours in the recorked bottle but retained its menthol and licorice

qualities. This will require patience.

“If I wanted to sum up the 2012 vintage in just a word or two, I’d say density and concentration,” said winemaker Frédéric Barnier. "The wines have an

incredible texture of tannins and �avors due to the extremely low yields." Barnier added that prior to the malolactic fermentations, the 2012s were

hard to taste, even sometimes showing a dryness due to their powerful structures. But today, he went on, despite their huge concentration the wines

show a mellowness on the palate. Still, he added, the acidity levels are good and the wines are fresh. “It wasn’t really a good summer and it was not

an early harvest,” he noted. Barnier singled out the Côte de Beaune wines as even more impressive than those from the Côte de Nuits. And he is

con�dent that the 2012s will last a long time in bottle and reveal “interesting pro�les” only if collectors have patience.

(93-95)

Drinking Window

2022 - 2042

From: 2012 Red Burgundy: Against All Odds (Jan 2014)

The 2012 Clos Vougeot is one of the most impressive of the Grand Crus I tasted at Jadot this year. Powerful, rich and

layered, the 2012 has more than enough fruit to balance the tannins. Dark red fruit, scorched earth, chalk and iron are

all layered into the supple, racy �nish. This is a surprisingly �nessed Clos Vougeot. Hints of rose petal and mint add lift

on the close. There is so much to admire here.

As usual, my tasting session at Jadot encompassed a dizzying array of wines. Although he only took over formally for Jacques Lardière in 2013 ,

winemaker Frédéric Barnier appears totally calm and settled into his role. Transitions are never easy, but Jadot seems to have managed this step of

the process seamlessly. It's virtually impossible to generalize about a vintage at Jadot when the wines cover so many appellations, so readers should

take these comments as broad brushstrokes that �nd more focus within the individual reviews. Overall, 2012 is very much a black fruit vintage at

Jadot. By comparison, both 2009 and 2011 were brighter, while the 2010s are mostly marked by their energy. As was the case throughout the region,

yields were a�ected dramatically because of poor weather conditions. Nowhere is that more apparent than in the wines of the Côte de Beaune, many

of which are unusually big and burly. The weather also claimed several well-known bottlings here, including the Beaune Avaux, Toussaints and

Chouacheux, Pommard Epenots and Grands Epenots, and Latricières-Chambertin, none of which were produced. In 2012, my preference is for the

wines of the northern Côte de Nuits in the Jadot range.

92+

From: 2012 Red Burgundies (Jan 2014)

Good bright, deep red. Very ripe aromas of black cherry, licorice, dark chocolate and espresso; less �oral than the

Gevrey premier crus that preceded it in my tasting. Backward but brisk, with good minty lift and energy to the liqueur-

like black cherry, menthol and spice �avors. For all its ripeness, this wine also shows an enticing coolness. Finishes with

substantial ripe tannins, very good cut and plenty of structure to support a slow evolution in bottle.

Burgundy lovers who think of Jadot's red wines from the Cote d'Or as classically dry and backward in their youth may well be shocked by the 2012

vintage here.There's an extraordinary sweetness and mellowness to many of these wines that will give them great early appeal, even if they have the

concentration and seamless tannins to support graceful evolution in bottle.According to winemaker Frederic Barnier, the wines typically �nished with

between 1.5 and 2.5 grams per liter of residual sugar, with some as high as 3.0.It wasn't that grape sugars were freakishly high; it was more a matter

of the sheer density of material in 2012."We had great thick skins and no juice," said Barnier."We didn't have juice, we had jam."He added that the

tannins were �rm, even dry, at the beginning but that the malolactic fermentations rounded out the wines.Jadot picked 130 hectares of vines in just 11

days, beginning on September 18 with the chardonnay, as crop levels were extremely low and little sorting was needed.Potential alcohol levels were in

the very healthy 12.5% to 13% range and no wines were chaptalized more than a half degree, according to Barnier. The pHs are slightly on the high

side--between 3.45 and 3.6--but Barnier noted that the 2012s have slightly better acidity than the 2011s.As to where the vintage was at its best,

Barnier noted that he was more impressed with the quality and density of the Cote de Beaune wines, where yields were especially low.The wines of

Chambolle-Musigny and Vosne-Romanee, he added, need more time, in barrel and in bottle, and Gevrey-Chambertin fared particularly well, as there

was less oidium pressure this far north.He noted that Jadot harvests earlier on the Cote de Nuits than most, in order to retain freshness.Some of the

2012s here are almost too much of a good thing, but there are many stunning examples in 2012.
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